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Blair Kent is a Senior Executive with more than 20 years of healthcare leadership experience. Prior
to joining MemorialCare as Chief Executive Officer of its Long Beach hospitals in January 2023, Kent
held top executive roles with Intermountain Healthcare throughout his tenure with the organization,
including Chief Executive Officer of the Health System’s flagship enterprise, Intermountain Medical
Center in northern Utah.

Under Kent’s leadership, Intermountain Medical Center received numerous awards and high ratings
from third-party organizations for clinical excellence. In addition, the Medical Center was recognized
for its strong commitment to the community and its service to both insured and underinsured
populations. It was also named an LGBTQ Healthcare Equality Leader in the National Healthcare
Equality Index, earning the highest possible score of 100 points for building a culture of inclusion and
equality.

Kent is driven by a core set of values and is a visionary leader with a demonstrated history of success.
Kent was honored to join MemorialCare earlier this year and to have the opportunity to lead the Long
Beach hospitals into their new and exciting chapter. Kent looks forward to continuing MemorialCare’s
legacy as an innovative and nationally respected health system with a long tradition of driving high
quality care and value for patients and the community.

After hours, Kent is an outdoor enthusiast who enjoys fly fishing, golf, community service and family
activities with his wife, children, and grandchildren.
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Now that you have your RotaryGram out, pull up your calendar and add our
upcoming Rotary meetings. For the month of August, we will start on August
2nd with a visit from our District Governor Roy Jefferson and our speaker will
be Long Beach Memorial Hospital Chief Blair Kent. On August 9th, we will host
Duke Givens of Care Closet as our speaker; August 16th our speaker will be
Patty Civalleri, Co-Author of Becoming Trader Joe; on August 23rd, our
featured speaker will be our newly elected Mayor; and finally on August 30th,
Carolyn Caldwell from St. Mary’s Medical Center will be our speaker. Thank you
to Vice President Marcelle Epley for her diligent work booking speakers for the
Club this quarter..

Of each of these meetings, we need your help with our August 16th meeting. Author Patty Civalleri
has asked that in honor of her book, Becoming Trader Joe, everyone wear Hawaiian shirts to the
meeting. All of us who shop at Trader Joe’s know about the Hawaiian shirt uniforms of the staff. We
will make sure we get a picture of the room full of Rotarians in Hawaiian shirts with Mrs. Civalleri.
Finally, if you would like, we hear Trader Joe’s has some pretty decent wines so if you would like to
share your favorite Trader Joe’s wine with the Club, bring it August 16th to the meeting.

In case you missed it, we have an exciting new charitable program called “Bikes for Kids” wherein
Rotarians will donate bikes to deserving Long Beach Unified School District 3rd graders who participate
in an essay contest. Rotarians can also participate in helping to fit the kids to their bikes and outfit
them with their safety helmets. Our Community Service Director, Robyn Gordon-Peterson and Bikes
for Kids Committee Chair, Tina Barry, are hard at work. Reach out to them if you would like to help
with the Long Beach Rotary “Bikes for Kids” Program.

I want to take a moment to thank each of you for being great sports by letting the Rotary Family
celebrate at our meetings with you on your birthdays and when something wonderful happens to you.
Sergeant-at-Arms Theresa Cornwell has been busy scheduling Rotarians for theses celebrations. As
you know, the birthday and recognition donations go to our Long Beach Rotary Charitable Foundation
and next year, I get to Chair the Charitable Foundation Board. This is the Board that financially
supports our Rotary charitable programs, International Projects and Rotary grants to our Long Beach
community. Rotarians are great sports and do not mind a little ribbing from the podium. As fines are
levied, those fines also go to our Long Beach Rotary Charitable Foundation. That being said, we are
grateful for your generosity and my competitive spirit is in overdrive to raise as much as we can this
year for our Long Beach Rotary Charitable Foundation. Past and Future Presidents beware, this will be
the year to beat on Rotarian charitable giving.

Welcome New Rotarian...
By Olivia Maiser

To know about Melissa Evans professionally is to know Melissa personally. She has always been,
and she will always be a journalist. It is what she is, and it is who she is.

Melissa is a reporter, writer, and editor. She has won numerous awards and edited projects that
recently earned honors from the California Newspaper Publishers Association.

During Melissa’s 25-year journalistic career, the news business has undergone enormous changes. She
has not only survived but thrived during these changes, adjusting while at the same time staying
firmly rooted in the principles of journalism.

Five years ago, she made the leap from print journalism to digital. She left the print/digital Press
Telegram where she was the City Editor and went to the online-only news publication, the Long
Beach Post. I believe that many years from now, as students look back on this time, journalists like
Melissa will be seen as trailblazers.
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Melissa is well-respected in her field. Recently, Honorary Rotarian Rich Archbold told me that he highly
respects her work and professionalism -- and former Club member David Sommers said he considers
her to be an exemplary media executive and leader.

Currently Melissa is the Executive Editor of The Long Beach Post, the online publication we have come
to rely on as an important source of local news. She manages a 15-member editorial staff and
oversees video, interactive graphics, photos, investigative reporting, and all aspects of news and arts
coverage.

Melissa is also a teacher. As a Lecturer at CSULB, she teaches multimedia journalism, reporting,
writing, and literary journalism. She is giving back to the next generation of journalists.

I have known Melissa since she participated in the Leadership Long Beach Class of 2015.
Since then, I have come to know that she has high ethical standards, both in her professional work
and in her personal life. She understands this community. And she is selfless. She has the spirit of a
Rotarian.

Please join Matt Kinley and me in welcoming new Rotarian, Melissa Evans.
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